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CITY OF KWINANA — ESTABLISHMENT 

Statement by Member for Kwinana 

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [12.56 pm]: On 17 September, the 
Governor officially declared the Town of Kwinana a city. This is a great achievement for our local government 
authority and represents the culmination of a lot of work by elected officials and council staff. It is estimated that 
the current population of Kwinana will double to 70 000 people within the next decade. I join many others in the 
community in congratulating the council, its past and current representatives and mayors, and the people of 
Kwinana on achieving this great milestone. 

There is a great deal of pride in the Kwinana community about the progress being made to advance the 
community, its physical assets and of course its spirit. This pride is also matched with a concern that much of 
this sense of community will be lost if the Barnett government’s agenda for local government amalgamations is 
allowed to progress. It is clear that the Barnett government is determined to reduce the number of local councils 
in Perth and that this will force the amalgamation of the Kwinana area with either Rockingham or Cockburn. The 
Kwinana council has met with these councils and all agree that they do not wish to proceed with amalgamation. 
People in Kwinana want to keep their local council, its spirit and sense of local community. I support that stance 
and call on the Barnett government to abandon its plans.  

In the end, it is clear that the only way to stop the Kwinana council being forced to amalgamate is to elect a 
Labor government in March 2013. Only a Labor government will support local government properly and stop 
the forced amalgamations of local communities and their councils. 
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